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Summary
19 specimens of Chaetopleura sowerbyana (Reeve, 1847) were collected at Larrande Beach,

Peninsula Valdes, Argentina. They agree in all respects with the characteristics of the holotype,

except for some minor differences (like a greater number of the radiating rows of pustules on
the end valves), that we assume as falling within the range of intraspecific variation of the

species. As C. sowerbyana is only known from the holotype, the rediscovery of the species is of

the utmost importance.

Riassunto

19 individui di Chaetopleura sowerbyana (Reeve, 1847) sono stati raccolti dal Sig. Luciano

Grasselli in Argentina, penisola Valdes, spiaggia Larrande. Questo ritrovamento è particolar-

mente importante, visto che C. sowerbyana era finora nota solo per l’olotipo, proveniente da Rio

de Janeiro e recentemente ridescritto da Kaas & Van Belle (1987). Gli esemplari esaminati

hanno una lunghezza compresa tra 20 e 28 mm e presentano alcune lievi differenze rispetto

all’olotipo (maggior numero di strie radiali di granuli sulle piastre terminali, spazi interstiziali tra

le strie longitudinali di granuli dell’area centrale lisci, articulamentum di colore bluastro), diffe-

renze che consideriamo rientranti nello spettro di variazione intraspecifica della specie. Sono

state infine riesaminate le formazioni del perinoto, quasi assenti nell’olotipo.

Recently one of us (bda) received a lot of specimens of a Chaetopleura

species, which, upon further investigation, proved to be Chaetopleura

sowerbyana (Reeve, 1847). As C. sowerbyana is only known from the holoty-

pe, the rediscovery of the species is of the utmost importance.

The specimens were sent by mr. Luciano Grasselli, who had collected

19 specimens in all at Larrande Beach, Peninsula Valdes, Argentina on
18.1.1988.

Reeve (1847: pi. 15, spec, and fig. 80) described the species thus (as

Chiton janeirensis Gray, 1828): «Shell oblong-ovate, valves, the lateral

areas being conspicuously elevated, granulosely ridged throughout, ridges

of the central areas much the finer; dull yellowish brown, with a triangu-

lar whitish spot along the umbonal summit of each valve; ligament horny.

(*) Via Follereau 10, 41043 Formigine (MO).
(**) Koninlijk Belgisch Instituut voor Naturwetenschappen, Brussel, Belgium.
(***) Lavoro accettato il 31 marzo 1990.
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Hab. Rio Janeiro». On pi. 19, spec. 116 he once more described Chiton

janeirensis Gray, 1828, and added: «Having discovered this to be the C.

janeirensis of Gray, and not the shell figured by Mr. Sowerby in his Conch.

Illustrations, and by myself at Plate XV. of this Monograph, I propose to

substitute the name C. sowerbianus for that species, which is of a larger

size and differently sculptured».

Except for some additional notes on the holotype by Carpenter in

Pilsbry (1892: 39), nothing has ever been added to the knowlwsge of C.

sowerbyana, until Kaas & Van Belle (1987: 54, figs 23/1-6) published a

detailed description of the holotype (BMNH 1985106), a dry, flat specimen,

24.5 x 11.5 mm (originally 26.5 x 13.5 mm), which has the weak parts re-

moved and the girdle slightly curled up at the margin.

The Argentinian specimens vary in length from 20 to 28 mm, the

width somewhat less than half the length, they are slightly curled, have

the soft parts removed, and, except for one specimen, are strongly eroded

in the apical area of the valves. Colour of tegmentum uniformly dark oli-

vaceous, the jugum (of the good specimen) somewhat lighter tinted, most
specimens with blackish deposits on all valves. They agree in all respects

with the characteristics of the holotype, except for the fact that the radia-

ting rows of pustules on the end valves are greater in number, that the

interstices of the longitudinal rows of pustules on the central areas are not

pitted, and that the articulamentum is light bluish. We assume that this

differing characteristics fall within the range of intraspecific variation of

the species.

Of the 19 specimens collected at Larrande Beach 9 have stayed with

Mr. Grosselli, 8 are in the collection of B. Dell'Angelo (3918), 2 in the col-

lection of R. Van Belle (VB 2873a).

As the girdle of the holotype is almost completely devoid of its arma-

ture, it seemed important to make a renewed study of that part of the

animal. Thanks to the generous collaboration of Mr. P. Kaas, Nationaal

Natuurhistorisch Museum, Leiden, who, from one of the VB-specimens,

prepared a perinotum slide, drew the here produced figures, and com-
municated his observations, we can now confirm that the girdle is dorsally

clothed with small, oval to cylindrical, round-topped, longitudinally rib-

bed spicules, c. 104 x 36 jam, randomly interspersed with thick, smooth,

slightly bent, pointed, yellowish brown spines, rising from a short chiti-

nous cup, c. 300 x 40 pim. Near the outer margin a few long, chitinous hairs

can be observed, bearing a smooth, yellowish white, sharply pointed spi-

cule, c. 180 x 24 fim. Ventral side of girdle paved with radiating rows of

elongate scales, emarginate at the base, distally pointed, c. 80 x24 fim.

62



1 - wholespecimen, dorsal view, x 4,2

2 - perinotum elements

- supra-marginal hair, x 235
- dorsal spine, x 235
- ventral scales, x 235
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